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Looking  Forward  to  Preserving  Montana's  Past 


A  125th  Anniversary  Report 


JL  OR  THE  PAST  125  YEARS  the  Montana  Historical  Society  has 
been  preserving  the  state's  rich  heritage.  The  Society  is  proud  of  its 
role  as  the  oldest  historical  organization  in  the  West,  having  been 
chartered  by  the  first  Montana  territorial  legislature  in  1865. 
Although  it  predates  the  State  of  Montana  by  a  quarter  century,  the 
Society  has  functioned  as  a  state-supported  institution  since  1891. 

Throughout  its  long  history,  the  Montana  Historical  Society  has 
been  recognized  as  a  vital  cultural  organization  committed  to  the 
preservation  and  interpretation  of  western  history.  Over  the  years, 
the  Society  has  gathered  exceedingly  rich  museum  and  historical 
research  collections  and  has  gained  national  recognition  for  the 
quality  of  its  publications,  museum  exhibits,  and  public  programs. 

The  various  programs  of  the  Montana  Historical  Society  serve 
constituents  across  the  state.  The  Society  encourages  all 
Montanans  to  share  in  its  commitment  to  building  a  better  future 
through  the  preservation  of  Montana  history. 

Join  us  as  we  look  forward  to  preserving  the  past. 


Lawrence  Sommer 
Director 


. 
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The  Society's  Mission 

Oince  its  founding  in  1865,  the  Montana  Historical  Society  has  remained  firmly  commit- 
ted  to  preserving  and  interpreting  Montana  and  western  American  history.  This  is  the 
foundation  upon  which  all  Society  program  activity  is  built. 

As  outlined  by  statute  since  the  Society  became  a  state  agency  in  1891,  the  mission  of  the 
Montana  Historical  Society  is  to: 

■  Collect,  preserve,  and  interpret  material  that  reflects  and  documents  the  history 
and  prehistory  of  Montana  and  the  region. 

■  Interpret  Montana  history  through  study,  exhibits,  publications,  and  educational 
programs. 

■  Encourage  the  preservation  of  Montana's  historical,  architectural,  archaeological, 
and  related  cultural  resources. 

■  Encourage  and  support  high-quality  research,  publications,  and  exhibits  that 
interpret  local,  state,  and  regional  history,  and  cooperate  with  other  institutions 
toward  those  ends. 

As  we  approach  the  end  of  the  twentieth  century,  the  Society  looks  forward  to  fulfilling  its 
mission  in  ways  that  its  founders  could  not  have  dreamed  of  125  years  ago. 

Keeping  its  statutory  mission  in  mind,  the  Society's  major  goals  for  long-term  growth  and 
development  are: 

■  To  continually  improve  the  level  and  quality  of  service  the  Society  provides  to  all 
its  constituents. 

■  To  provide  for  the  long-range  financial  stability  of  the  Society  through  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  significant  permanent  endowment. 

■  To  improve  the  support  services  and  facilities  required  to  preserve  properly  the 
collected  materials  entrusted  to  the  Society. 

■  To  enhance  the  Society's  reputation  and  develop  its  presence  as  not  only  the  oldest 
but  also  the  finest  historical  organization  in  the  West. 

■  To  consistently  exceed  visitor  expectations. 

■  To  be  among  the  very  best  historical  organizations,  anywhere,  at  which  to  work. 


Society  Organizations  and  Programs 

r.  Montana  Historical  Society  is  organized  into  four  operating  units,  each  headed  by  a 
program  manager  who  reports  to  the  Society  director.  These  units  are  Library/Archives, 
Museum,  Publications,  and  State  Historic  Preservation  Office. 

Overall  Society  management  is  the  responsibility  of  an  administration  program,  which 
includes  the  director's  office,  public  information,  business  office,  personnel,  security, 
facilities  management,  and  state  government  liaison.  The  Society's  membership  and 
Educational  Outreach  programs  are  also  part  of  administration. 
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Educational  Outreach 


r„.  many  public  activities  of  the  Montana  Historical  Society  reach  a  large  and  diverse 
audience  throughout  the  state  and  region.  During  an  average  year,  approximately  150,000 
people  view  Society  exhibits,  use  Society  resources,  and  participate  in  Society  programs. 
These  programs  are  well  known  for  their  consistently  high  quality,  and  they  frequently 
attract  regional  and  national  attention. 


The  Educational  Outreach  office 
assists  the  public  in  understand¬ 
ing  Montana  history,  art,  and 
culture  by  offering  tours,  travel¬ 
ing  exhibits,  publications,  school 
services,  conferences,  work¬ 
shops,  classes,  and  other  public 
events.  The  office  also  adminis¬ 
ters  volunteer  services  within 
the  Society  and  coordinates  the 
National  History  Day  competi¬ 
tion  for  high  school  students 
throughout  Montana. 


zx 


JRING  THE  PAST  YEAR,  2,000 
individuals  attended  Education  Ronan  Elementary  School  children,  1982 
Outreach  programs  that  included 

the  Montana  History  Conference,  the  March  Lecture  Series,  Centennial  West  Community 
Forums,  Traveling  Historians,  and  the  Summer  Chautauqua.  Many  of  the  Centennial 
events  were  made  possible  by  generous  grants  from  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Humanities,  the  Montana  Committee  for  the  Humanities,  and  Montana  Power  Company. 
Events  were  held  in  Miles  City,  Sidney,  Bozeman,  Glasgow,  Havre,  Billings,  Great  Falls, 
Kalispell,  and  Helena. 


The  Society  serves  its  school-aged  audience  in  a  variety  of  ways:  through  guided  tours  of 
the  state  Capitol,  the  museum,  and  the  Original  Governor's  Mansion;  through  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  curriculum  resources,-  through  the  National  History  Day  program.  Twenty-four 
thousand  students  from  communities  around  the  state  benefited  from  these  programs 
during  the  past  year. 


The  Society  also  provides  traveling  exhibits  to  public  institutions,  museums,  and  schools. 
Society  staff  always  are  available  to  speak  to  service  clubs,  civic  organizations,  and  cul¬ 
tural  institutions  on  topics  relating  to  their  professions  or  on  subjects  dealing  with  Mon¬ 
tana  history,  art,  or  culture. 


Membership  in  the  Friends  of  the  Society,  the  Society's  volunteer  organization,  currently 
is  58.  These  volunteers  contributed  3,000  hours  of  assistance  to  the  Society  last  year. 


Li  brary/Archi  ves 

r„,  Library/ Archives  program  includes  the  archives,  library,  oral  history  office,  and 
photo  archives.  Besides  holding  the  nation's  largest  body  of  historical  research  material 
about  Montana,  the  Library/Archives  is  one  of  the  major  repositories  of  United  States 
western  history  research  material. 
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During  the  past  year,  the  archives  acquired  more  than  250  linear  feet  of  historically 
valuable  manuscripts  and  government  records,  and  processed  more  than  400  linear  feet  of 
material.  The  Society  is  the  official  state  archives,  and  staff  assisted  state  agencies  in 


YELLOWSTONE  PARK  VIEWS.  INDIAN  PORTRAITS  AND  CHOICEST  PICTURES  IN  GREAT  VARIETY.  APPLY  FOR  CATALOGUE. 


Covered  wagons,  West  Main  St.,  Miles  City,  Montana,  1882.  L.  A.  Huffman, 
photographer.  MHS  Photograph  Archives 


identifying  historic  records  for  transfer  to  its  official  State  Archives  section  and  provided 
technical  assistance  to  a  dozen  Montana  communities. 

Photo  archives  ACQUIRED  6,600  images  during  the  past  year,  including  views  of  Fort 
Peck  Dam  construction,  rare  stereographic  views  by  famous  Miles  City  photographer  L.  A. 
Huffman,  and  nearly  2,000  photographs  documenting  the  town  of  Havre  from  1940  to 
1970.  The  Society's  photo  lab  produced  3,700  prints  and  slides  for  the  public  and  for 
exhibits  during  the  year.  The  photo  archives  also  co-curated  last  winter's  temporary 
museum  exhibit,  Secure  the  Shadow,  Ere  the  Substance  Fades,  celebrating  the  history  of 
American  photography.  Photo  archives  staff  prepared  the  photographic  portrait  of  Butte 
during  the  era  of  the  Copper  Kings,  which  introduced  an  exhibit  from  William  A.  Clark's 
art  collection  from  the  Corcoran  Gallery,  Washington,  D.C.  That  exhibit,  in  honor  of 
Montana's  statehood  centennial,  showed  at  the  Yellowstone  Art  Center,  Billings,  as  well 
as  at  the  Society. 

The  Society's  oral  history  office  concentrated  especially  on  assisting  local  groups  around 
the  state  to  organize  their  own  community  projects.  During  the  year,  the  oral  history 
office  conducted  37  workshops  in  20  Montana  communities.  A  total  of  75  interviews  were 
completed  for  the  Montana  Medicine,  Health  Care,  and  Nursing  project,  adding  to  a 
collection  of  more  than  1,000  taped  interviews  with  Montanans  from  all  walks  of  life. 

During  the  year,  the  Society  library  received  4,100  items  by  both  purchase  and  gift  from 
over  150  donors.  Acquisitions  ranged  from  current  works  on  Montana  to  such  rare  items 
as  a  1921  directory  of  the  Montana  Federation  of  Negro  Women's  Clubs  and  rare  1922- 
1924  issues  of  the  Montana  Oil  Journal.  Each  year,  the  library  adds  approximately  350 
reels  to  its  13,000-plus  reels  of  microfilmed  Montana  newspapers,  the  most  complete  set 
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available  anywhere.  Library  staff  responded  to  over  15,000  reference  requests — 40  percent 
of  them  from  out  of  state — and  offered  3,000  visiting  researchers  specialized,  in-depth 
reference  assistance. 

This  year  marks  completion  of  a  multi-year  project  to  improve  automation  of  technical 
and  library  assistance  functions  such  as  accessioning  new  materials,  cataloging,  and 
providing  researcher  access  to  indexes  and  collection  inventories.  This  effort  was  made 
possible  by  a  major  grant  from  the  Burlington  Northern  Foundation. 

James  H.  Bradley  Fellowships,  offered  biennially  since  1983,  are  now  awarded  annually  to 
stimulate  use  of  the  Society's  collections  and  encourage  serious  study  of  Montana  history. 
Two  fellowships — each  providing  for  four  weeks  of  research  at  the  Society — were  awarded 
this  past  year.  Bradley  Fellows  are  expected  to  produce  an  article  suitable  for  publication 
in  the  Society's  quarterly  journal,  Montana  The  Magazine  of  Western  History,  and  to 
participate  in  the  annual  Montana  History  Conference.  The  Bradley  Fellowships  are 
funded  by  an  endowment  provided  by  a  Montana  family. 


Museum 


1  he  Society's  Museum  program  collects  fine 
art,  historical,  archaeological,  and  ethnological 
artifacts  that  pertain  to  Montana  and  its  adjoin¬ 
ing  geographic  region.  In  addition  to  maintain¬ 
ing  the  Society's  museum  collections,  program 
staff  conduct  research,  mount  exhibits,  sponsor 
public  programs,  answer  research  requests  from 
the  public,  and  provide  technical  assistance  to 
other  museums  and  historical  societies.  In 
addition,  the  Museum  program  operates  the 
Original  Governor's  Mansion  in  Helena  as  a 
historic  site  open  to  the  public. 

Permanent  Museum  exhibits  include: 

■  Montana  Homeland:  Opened  in  1988, 
this  10,000-square-foot  exhibit  covers  the 
story  of  Montana  from  prehistoric  human 
contact  through  World  War  II.  Concepts 
are  developed  in  more  than  40  platform 
settings  in  five  chronological  sections 
titled:  "First  People"  (12,000  b.p. — 1750), 
"Indian's  World"  (1750-1887),  "A  New 
Country"  (1855-1883),  "Boom  Years" 
(1883-1917),  and  "Hard  Times"  (1917- 
1945).  A  sixth  section,  "Reflections,"  is  a 
summary  of  the  exhibit  using  the  art  and 
"spirit"  of  Montana  as  its  themes.  There 
are  approximately  2,000  artifacts  in  the 
exhibit. 


Blackfoot  Brave  of  1858 

C.M.  Russell  watercolor,  1898 

Museum  collection,  gift  of  Robert  V.  Eldridge 


■  The  Mackay  Gallery  of  Russell  Art:  This  2,000-square-foot  gallery  features  the 
work  of  Charles  M.  Russell  (1864-1926),  western  artist  and  illustrator.  Approximately 
180  pieces  comprise  the  exhibit,  including  major  oils,  watercolors,  pen-and-inks, 
pencil  sketches,  bronzes,  sculptures,  and  illustrated  letters. 
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■  F.  J.  Haynes:  Photographer:  This  4,000-square-foot  exhibit  portrays  the  life  and 
work  of  the  official  photographer  for  both  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  (1884-1904) 
and  Yellowstone  National  Park  (1887-1916).  It  includes  photographs,  cameras  and 
equipment,  discussions  of  other  early  photographers,  artifacts  related  to  the  railroad 
and  the  park,  and  vignettes  recreating  a  photography  studio  (1879),  a  train  station 
(1904),  a  Yellowstone  gift  shop  (1920s),  and  several  Yellowstone  scenes,  using  photo¬ 
murals  and  artifacts. 

Temporary  exhibits  are  featured  in  the  Northeast  Gallery  and  in  the  entrance  lobby. 

During  the  past  year  the  Museum  installed  the  following  shows: 

Warm  Traditions:  A  Century  of  Quilts 

The  W.  A.  Clark  Collection:  Treasures  of  a  Copper  King 

Secure  the  Shadow  Ere  the  Substance  Fades:  A  Celebration  of  Photography 

Women’s  Work:  Montana  Women’s  Centennial  Art  Survey  Exhibition 

Montana  Statehood 

The  Montana  Historical  Society — 125  years 

The  following  traveling  exhibits  were  also  developed  by  the  Society  for  touring  throughout 
the  state: 

■  The  Stack  Dominated  Our  Lives:  The  exhibit  contains  fifty  historical  photographs 
of  life  in  the  metals  industry  towns  of  Anaconda,  Black  Eagle,  Columbia  Falls,  and 
East  Helena.  Through  pictures  and  oral  history,  it  tells  of  Italian  and  Serbian  neigh¬ 
borhoods,  smeltermen's  parades,  strikes,  and  the  effects  of  final  smelter  shutdowns  at 
Black  Eagle  and  Anaconda.  This  project  was  funded  by  a  grant  from  the  Montana 
Committee  for  the  Humanities. 

■  The  Montana  Centennial  Quilt  Exhibition:  The  result  of  a  statewide  juried  compe¬ 
tition,  this  exhibit  features  contemporary  quilts  that  honor  the  celebration  of 
Montana's  100th  anniversary  of  statehood  and  also  demonstrate  excellence  in  quilt¬ 
ing  technique.  Sponsored  jointly  by  the  Society  and  the  Helena  Quilter's  Guild,  this 
exhibit  is  currently  on  a  two-year  tour  of  the  state. 

■  Butte  in  the  Era  of  the  Copper  Kings:  The  exhibition  portrays  Butte  during  and 
slightly  after  Copper  King  William  A.  Clark's  period  of  activity.  It  features  more  than 
30  photographic  images  from  the  Society  photo  archives  and  from  the  World  Museum 
of  Mining  in  Butte,  with  a  text  by  Michael  P.  Malone,  author  of  The  Battle  for  Butte 
(1981). 

■  Getting  There  from  Here:  A  Pictorial  History  of  Roads  and  Bridges  in  Montana 
was  a  joint  project  with  the  Montana  Highway  Department.  Themes  of  men  and 
machines,  early  motor  transportation  and  its  difficulties,  bridges,  roads,  and  the 
transition  from  railroads  to  highways  are  explored  in  this  freestanding  panel  exhibit. 

/Turing  the  past  year,  129  individual  donors  added  970  items  to  the  museum  collec¬ 
tion,  and  more  than  720  items  were  cataloged.  Highlights  of  donations  to  the  Museum 
included  a  pair  of  Charles  M.  Russell  watercolors  titled  Blackfoot  Brave  of  1858  and 
Blackfoot  Brave  of  1898,  given  by  Shirley  Eldridge  of  San  Clemente,  California  in  memory 
of  her  late  husband,  Robert  Eldridge.  Martha  W.  Gregg  of  Anaconda  bequeathed  six  paint¬ 
ings  by  R.  E.  DeCamp,  E.  S.  Paxson,  Irvin  "Shorty"  Shope,  and  O.  C.  Seltzer.  George  M. 
Turpin,  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  donated  a  pipe  bag  believed  to  have  been  given  to  his 
great-great-aunt  by  Sitting  Bull  after  her  1864  arrival  in  Montana.  The  children  of  Thomas 
and  Jane  Power  Tobin  donated  several  pieces  of  furniture  and  a  Kerman  rug  for  use  at  the 
Original  Governor's  Mansion,  as  well  as  a  large  collection  of  ephemera  featuring  buttons, 
ribbons,  programs,  and  invitations  collected  by  entrepreneur  T.  C.  Power. 
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Every  year  the  Society  loans  art  and  artifacts  from  its  collections  to  other  museums 
throughout  the  state  and  nation.  This  past  year,  loans  were  made  to  the  following  institu¬ 
tions: 

Daly  Mansion,  Hamilton 

Historical  Museum  at  Fort  Missoula,  Missoula 

Holter  Museum  of  Art,  Helena 

Paris  Gibson  Square,  Great  Falls 

Montana  State  University,  Haynes  Gallery,  Bozeman 

Livingston  Depot,  Livingston 

C.  M.  Russell  Museum,  Great  Falls 

Western  Heritage  Center,  Billings 

Western  Montana  College  Art  Gallery,  Dillon 

Gene  Autry  Western  Museum,  Los  Angeles,  California 

Gagosian  Gallery,  New  York,  New  York 

Dubuque  County  Historical  Society,  Dubuque,  Iowa 

National  Mining  Hall  of  Fame  and  Museum,  Leadville,  Colorado 

As  a  result  of  a  1989  federal  grant,  the  Museum  program  hired  additional  part-time  staff 
and  completed  several  important  collections  management  and  conservation-related 
projects. 

■  The  Original  Governor’s  Mansion 

The  Original  Governor's  Mansion  served  as  official  residence  to  nine  of  Montana's 
governors.  Since  1981,  the  Museum  program  has  administered  the  Mansion  as  a 
historic  house  museum.  Regularly-scheduled  guided  tours  are  offered  free  to  the 
public  from  April  through  December.  Special  tours  are  available  by  appointment. 

Last  year,  7,205  people  visited  the  Mansion.  The  Original  Governor's  Mansion 
Restoration  Board  is  a  group  of  leaders  from  the  Helena  community  who  support  the 
Montana  Historical  Society  Museum  in  restoration  and  maintenance  of  the  Mansion, 
raise  funds  for  special  Mansion  projects  and  events,  and  promote  the  Mansion  as  a 
historical  and  educational  attraction. 


Original  Governor’s  Mansion-Dining  Room,  ca.  1913 


Publications 

r„  Montana  Historical  Society  Publications  Program  is  perhaps  best  known  for 
Montana  The  Magazine  of  Western  History,  the  Society's  nationally  recognized  quarterly 
journal.  Regarded  as  the  finest  of  its  kind,  it  enjoys  the  largest  circulation  of  any  historical 
society  quarterly  published  in  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  the  magazine,  the  Publica¬ 
tions  program  produces  a  quarterly  newsletter,  the  Montana  Post,  manages  the  Society's 
merchandise  sales  program,  and  administers  the  Montana  Historical  Society  Press,  the 
state's  only  academic  book  publisher.  The  MHS  Press  focuses  on  publication  of  both 
scholarly  and  popular  material  relating  to  the  history  of  Montana  and  the  West. 

The  Publications  program  was  able  to  achieve  timely  publication  of  its  regularly  sched¬ 
uled  publications  despite  a  major  turnover  in  staff.  Of  the  seven  program  employees,  all 
but  two  were  newly  hired  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  including  the  editor,  assistant  editor, 
and  museum  store  manager. 


A  selection  of  publications  from  MHS  Publications  Program 


1 VJL  ontana  The  Magazine  of  Western  History  continues  to  deserve  its  reputation  for 
excellence,  this  year  having  offered  its  more  than  10,000  readers  more  than  thirty  articles 
on  Montana  and  western  history,  as  well  as  some  fifty  book  reviews  on  historical  topics  of 
concern  to  both  professional  and  lay  readers.  Magazine  article  topics  included  studies  of 
Native  American  cultures,  the  Bozeman  Trail,  Montana  coal  mining  and  ethnic  groups, 
Yellowstone  National  Park,  and  commentaries  on  the  military-industrial  complex,  the 
New  Western  History,  and  the  future  of  the  Great  Plains.  If  compiled  into  a  single  volume, 
each  year's  four  issues  of  Montana  would  equal  a  600-page  book.  More  than  40,000  copies 
of  Montana  were  distributed  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

The  Montana  Post,  the  Society's  official  newsletter,  was  completely  redesigned  to  make  it 
a  more  attractive,  news-oriented  publication.  Reader  response  has  been  quite  positive,  and 
the  Post  is  distributed  more  widely  than  ever.  More  than  31,000  copies  of  the  Post  went  to 
Society  members,  the  news  media,  museum  visitors,  and  numerous  agencies,  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  historical  interest  groups  across  the  state. 

The  MHS  Press's  reputation  as  a  respected  publisher  of  high-quality  books  of  scholarly  and 
general  interest  continued  to  grow.  Three  new  books  appeared  during  the  past  year,  in- 
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eluding  a  paperback  version  of  the  well-received  literary  anthology,  The  Last  Best  Place,  a 
paperback  version  of  Paula  Petrick's  No  Step  Backward  (a  study  of  women  and  family  on 
Montana's  mining  frontier),  and  a  hardback  edition  of  Clark  Spence's  Conrey  Placer 
Mining  Company.  In  addition,  planning  and  editorial  preparation  went  forward  on  four 
new  MHS  Press  projects — two  anthologies  and  two  new  monographs.  The  Great  Sioux 
War,  1876-1877,  edited  by  Paul  L.  Hedren,  is  a  compilation  of  fifteen  noted  essays  from 
Montana  The  Magazine  of  Western  History  and  will  appear  in  spring  1991.  A  Montana 
History  Reader,  edited  by  Harry  Fritz  and  Robert  Swartout,  is  a  compilation  of  essays  on 
Montana  history  for  classroom  use  at  the  university  level.  It  will  be  available  in  fall  1991. 
A  compendium  of  Bozeman  Trail  diaries  with  an  in-depth  introduction  by  Susan  Badger 
Doyle,  and  a  study  of  post-frontier  law  enforcement  in  Montana  by  Robert  Harvie  are  in 
production. 

The  Publications  program  also  was  responsible  this  past  year  for  creating  a  new  Society 
brochure  for  distribution  throughout  Montana  and  the  nation.  Completed  in  early  spring, 
75,000  brochures  were  available  for  the  summer  tourist  and  museum  visitor  season.  In 
addition,  the  program  distributed  25,000  museum  store  catalogues  nationwide,  and  mailed 
50,000  other  printed  items  about  magazine  subscriptions,  Montana  History  Conference 
events,  and  Society  awards  and  fellowships.  The  Publications  program  maintains  exten¬ 
sive  correspondence  with  readers  and  subscribers,  answers  hundreds  of  informational 
requests  each  year,  and,  at  any  given  time,  is  working  with  dozens  of  authors. 


State  Historic  Preservation  Office 

State  Historic  Preservation  Office  encourages  and  supports  preservation  of 
Montana's  significant  historical,  architectural,  archaeological,  and  related  cultural  re¬ 
sources.  It  exists  to  help  Montanans  research,  appreciate,  and  care  for  these  resources  in 
the  following  ways: 

■  List  property  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places — the  nationwide  program 
to  recognize  property  important  to  individual  communities  and  states,  or  to  the 
nation. 

■  Provide  owners  of  historic  buildings  and  archaeological  sites  technical  information 
on  ways  to  preserve  those  resources. 

■  Direct  Montanans  in  the  correct  use  of  the  20  percent  federal  investment  tax  credit 
set  aside  for  rehabilitation  of  income-producing  properties  listed  in  the  National 
Register. 

■  Provide  educational  services  and  materials:  a  newsletter  to  individuals,  groups,  and 
governments  interested  in  preservation;  bulletins  for  people  working  in  historic 
preservation;  school  programs  on  historical  architecture  and  on  Montana's  prehis¬ 
tory,-  programs  for  civic  groups,  elderhostels,  and  business  organizations. 

■  Direct  federal  historic  preservation  grant  funds  to  Montana  communities  with 
"certified"  local  preservation  ordinances,  officers,  and  commissions. 

■  Direct  federal  grant  funds  to  specific  buildings  or  sites  for  rehabilitation  projects 
when  Congress  appropriates  such  money. 

■  Provide  federal  and  state  agencies  whose  actions  affect  historic  and  prehistoric 
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properties  with  information,  comments  on  significance,  and  recommendations  on 
ways  to  avoid  or  mitigate  loss  of  significant  values. 

■  Provide  information  on  federal  and  nationwide  preservation  efforts  to  Native 
American  cultural  committees  and  local  and  state  preservation  and  professional 
organizations,  individually  and  in  meetings  and  workshops. 

In  order  to  accomplish  the  projects  identified  above,  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office 
maintains  a  substantial  library  of  archaeological,  architectural,  and  historical  inventory 
reports,  preservation  magazines,  and  technical  bulletins. 

Each  year,  for  the  last  several  years,  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office  has,  on  the 
average: 

■  Forwarded  fifteen  National  Register  nominations  to  the  National  Park  Service, 
including  individual  properties  and  historic  districts. 

■  Assisted  seven  owners  of  National  Register  income-producing  buildings  to  secure 
the  preservation  "certifications"  needed  to  claim  federal  tax  credit.  These  projects 
have  resulted  in  $500,000  to  $1  million  dollars  worth  of  investment  in  Montana 
projects  annually. 

■  Provided  3,000  detailed  "findings"  to  federal  or  state  agencies  on  projects  that  may 
affect  significant  historic  or  prehistoric  resources. 

■  Allocated  and  administered  federal  grant  funds  to  five  to  ten  counties  or  communi¬ 
ties  with  approved  preservation  programs  so  that  they  can  maintain  local  preserva¬ 
tion  offices. 

■  Mailed  three  issues  of  a  newsletter  free-of-charge  to  1,200  interested  Montanans. 

■  Mailed  five  technical  bulletins  to  preservation  practitioners. 

■  Granted  federal  funds  for  and  administered  architectural,  historical,  or  archaeologi¬ 
cal  inventory'  projects  in  four  locations. 
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■  Sent  at  least  five  technical  packets  on  building  care,  the  Register  program,  the  tax 
act  program,  and  general  data  on  historic  buildings  each  day  in  response  to  public 
inquiries,  and  fielded  at  least  five  calls  each  day  on  the  same  topics  from  the  public. 

■  Awarded  $45,000  in  federal  funds  to  nine  separate  rehabilitation  projects  during 
1990. 


urrently,  THROUGH  THE  WORK  of  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office,  the  following 
Montana  counties  and  communities  are  recognized  as  Certified  Local  Preservation  Gov¬ 
ernments  eligible  to  receive  specified  federal  grants  for  certain  types  of  historic  preserva¬ 
tion  projects: 

Big  Horn  County 
Bozeman 
Butte/Silver  Bow 
Carbon  County 
Great  Falls 
Helena 

Lewis  and  Clark  County 

Lewistown 

Missoula 

Miles  City 


Vananda  Historic  District,  Rosebud  County 


During  this  past  year,  the  Preservation  Office  initiated  a  program  to  provide  interpretive 
signs  for  properties  listed  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  After  announcing  the 
program — financed  with  a  portion  of  funds  the  Society  receives  from  Montana's  accommo¬ 
dations  tax — the  Office  received  applications  immediately  and  will  produce  60  signs 
during  this  fiscal  year. 

During  the  past  year,  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office  also  has  coordinated  the  work 
of  the  Montana  Historic  Sites  Study  Commission,  to  offer  insights  and  recommendations 
to  the  Governor,  the  Legislature,  state  agencies,  and  the  general  public  on  the  value  of 
historic  and  prehistoric  sites  in  the  state  parks  system,  the  kind  of  sites  that  should  be  in 
our  state  system,  and  the  care  that  they  need.  These  recommendations  will  be  published 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  1991  legislature. 


14 


Financial  Data 
1989-1990 


Summary 


Revenue 

General  Fund  Support 

$1,150,694 

Other  State  Support 

36,092 

Donations 

63,189 

Earned 

32,108 

Federal  Grants 

444,787 

State  Grants 

35,023 

Private  Grants 

85,536 

Enterprise 

562,887 

Investment 

49,869 

Trust  Transfers 

9,175 

Total  Revenue  and  Support 

$2,469,360 

Expenditures 

Personnel  Services 

$1,237,311 

Operating  Expenses 

933,112 

Equipment 

78,307 

Transfers 

45,879 

Subgrants 

134,616 

Trust  Transfers  St  Expenditures 

19,397 

Total  Expenditures 

$2,448,622 

Total  Revenue  Over  Expenditures 

$20,738 

■  Board  of  Trustees 
Helen  Hornby,  President 
Stuart  Conner,  Vice  President 
Ward  Shanahan,  Secretary 

John  J.  Burke,  Butte 
Bruce  L.  Ennis,  Billings 
Leif  Erickson,  Bigfork 
Charmaine  Fisher,  Billings 
Jack  Hayne,  Dupuyer 
William  M.  Holt,  Lolo 
William  Mackay,  Roscoe 
Susan  R.  McDaniel,  Miles  City 
Harold  L.  Poulsen,  Great  Falls 
James  W.  Reger,  Billings 
Richard  Roeder,  Helena 
Hal  Stearns,  Helena 

■  Montana  State  Historic  Preservation  Review 
Board 

Jim  McDonald,  Architect,  Missoula 

Ross  Plambeck,  Planner,  Kalispell 

Dr.  Tom  Foor,  Archaeologist,  Missoula 

Ellen  Sievert,  Preservationist,  Great  Falls 

Dr.  Arnold  Olsen,  Parks  Administrator,  Helena 

Dale  Herbort,  Historian,  Helena 

John  Horner,  Paleontologist,  Bozeman 

Paul  Gleye,  Architectural  Historian,  Bozeman 

Donald  Wetzel,  Public  Member,  Harlem 

m  Montana  Historical  Records  Advisory  Council 

Tim  Bernardis,  Crow  Agency 

Robert  M.  Clark,  Montana  Historical  Society 

James  Dopp,  Missoula 

Connie  Flaherty-Erickson,  Helena 

Peggy  Lamberson,  Great  Falls 

Wilma  Simon-Matte,  Harlem 

Lawrence  Sommer,  Montana  Historical  Society 


m  Montana  Historic  Sites  Study  Commission 

Steve  Aaberg,  Archaeologist,  Bozeman 

Bob  Brown,  Senator,  Whitefish 

Cheryl  Clemenson,  Park  Ranger,  Deer  Lodge 

Dr.  Ken  Deaver,  Archaeologist,  Billings 

Lon  Johnson/Historic  Architect,  Butte 

Judy  McNally,  Preservationist,  Billings 

Alan  Newell,  Historian,  Missoula 

Ted  Schye,  Representative,  Glasgow 

t 

■  Original  Governor's  Mansion  Restoration 
Board 

Altha  Andrews 
Margo  Brooke 
Susan  Brunner 
Karen  Burk 
Maggie  Davis 
June  Johnson 
Ray  Johnson 
Kevin  Kelley 
Loretta  Lindell 
Jane  Phillips 
Jan  Sinamon 
Elizabeth  Walsh 

■  Friends  of  the  Society  Board 
Lee  Knachel 

Gloradon  Larkin 
Merrylee  McCrea 
Doreen  Milbrandt 
Muriel  Wild 
B.  J.  Wood 

■  Administrative  Staff 
Lawrence  Sommer,  Director 

Brian  Cockhill,  Central  Services  Manager 
Charles  Rankin,  Publications  Program  Manager 
Robert  Clark,  Library /Archives  Program  Manager 
Susan  Near,  Museum  Services  Program  Administrator 
Marcella  Sherfy,  State  Historic  Preservation  Program 
Manager 
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